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SUPERSTITION, 
(Concluded from Page 363.) 


‘* A MAN should be religious, not superstitious,” said an 
ancient heathen ; but the pope of Rome and his bishops, unmind- 
ful of what even nature taught the pagan, must perform particu- | 
lar duties in a particular dress.. ‘<I-have seen,” says one, “ the 
pope officiate at St. Peter’s where, for two hours together, he 
was busied in putting on or off his different accoutrements, ac- 
cording to the different parts he was to actin them.” All the 
Catholic priests, when 'they attempt to worship God in public, 
put ona white dress, then a black dress, then.a robe of many 
colours; assume one attitude and then another; wear a cross on 
a blue ribbon, and then on a different one ; have’ the skirts of their 
garménts held up by children ‘in white'rebes, and think all these 
fancies to be matters of serious respect, of frrofound veneration. 
Things indifferent in themselves ‘are magnified into matters of 
everlasting consequence. It seems difficult to decide who is the 
most worthy object of pity ahd contempt, the Indian besmearing 
his face, the Roman driving a nail into the door of the temple, or 
the emperor Justinian II. kissing the toe of pope Constantine I. 
because he was reputed the imperial vicar ef the Son of God. 


Verily, ye worshippers of the “virgin mother of God,” the - 
Vou. I. . 24 
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pope, the host, the jaw-bone of St. Peter, and the slippers of St. 

Mary Magdalene, “ Ye dre too superstitious.” 

Undoubtedly the folly of former ages in venerating these 
things appears very ridiculous: but can we find no instances of 
superstition among the méderns ? ‘Can wé find none among the 
professifig Christians of ofir own country? Or is it likely that all 
shameful delusions have been banished from enlightened Ame- 
rica? : 

What but superstition is a religious régard for celibacy, and 
dancing as a part of the worship of the sanctuary? Yet there are 
persons who will tell you, that except you conform to all these 
peculiarities of @ paFticlaF sect you cannot be saved.’ ‘They 
verily believe these thitigs to bé essentigl to religion. We can 
pity thei: ignorafice. But is neither the writer nor the reader 
chargeable with a superstitious regard to dress ? Some have so 
good an opinion of their own piety, and such a Christian regard 
for the cut of their own coats and gowns, that they cannot be- 
lieve him a sincere believer who dares to be a little out of the 
ancient fishioh: Some one may be as superstitious concerning 
the combing and dressing of 4 man’s hair, and the width of his 

‘ sleeves, as the Roman about driving the nail, the papist about 
his priest’s shoes, or the old woman, who to guard her mansion 
from witches, fastens a horse-shoe to the threshold of her door. 

Some there arey who appear to think that there can be ne 
true religion where the coat is not rusty, the hair slick, the 
daughter’s dress like her grandmother’s, and the face sullen ot 
ghastly. We should remember, that in modes of personal ap- 
pearance there is nothing good or evil, any farther than the 
modes are the effect of a good or evil heart. 

‘Fo others it may be said, “ ye are too superstitious,” because 
they consider particular postures, gestures, and unrequired forms, 
to be essential to the true worship of Jehovah. 

Superstition says, such forms are indispensably requisite to 
salvation; but religion ‘says, all forms ate nothing any farther 
than they are dictated by love to God. 

To others it must be said, “ye aré too superstitious,” because 
they haye-a religious veneration for dreams, omens, and the fig- 
ments ef their’ewn imaginations, Nothing but superstition 
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gould rake any person prefer his ménital fancies to the positive 
revelation of the divine will. Yet some have seen visions, sinct 
Miraculous visions have ceased, which assure them of their ft- 
ture, state arid present duty. In obedience to these, some for- 
sake their own judgment and the written word of God. - They 
Have seen a ghost, which told them when they should die; they 
have had a nocttirnal revelation which said, “ you must preach; 
you must visit ech @ place, and there you will see te wonder- 
ful works of God.” ; 

With these same superstitious persons, a passage of scripture, 
unexpectedly retnembered, is an omen for good, antl is more con- 
fidently to be relied on than when they read it in their bibles, 
It is; in their opinion, more certainly true now, thati when the 
Spirit of the Lord first indited it. : 

These same wise petsoris think to discover thé future events 
of Providénce by signs which God has never revealed. Cettain 
days aré unfavourable for. the commencement of business, and 
certain days besides the Sabbath are holy. Eyen to this day some 
have 4 tegard for fortune-tellers, which is due only to the spirit 
of prophecy. “Ye ate too superstitious,” for prophecies have 
ceased. You might as well place dependence upon your dreams 
over a piece of bride-cake, or predict your own death from “ the 
tallow winding-sheet of a candle,” or judge of your spirituak 
condition from “the manner in which a cat wipes her ear.” 
“We have a more sure word of prophecy; wheretinto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shiineth in a dark 
place.” 

Finally. Some at the present day have 4 superstitious regard 
for an austere life. 

Superstition has been finely represented as a grim, ghastly 
personage, armed with whips and scorpions, who thus addresses 
every probationer for eternity. “Retire with me, O rash, un- 
thinking mortal, from the vain allurements of a deceitful world, 
and learn that pleasure was fot designed the portion of haman 
life. Man was born to mourn and to be wretched; this is the 
condition of all below the stars; and whoéver endeavours to op- 
pose it, acts in contradiction to the will of heaven. Fly then . 
from the fatal enchantments of youth apd social delight, and 
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here consecrate the solitary hcvrs of lamentation and woe. Mi- 
sery is the duty of all sublunary beings, and every enjoyment is 

an offence to. the Deity, whois to be wor shipped. only by the mor- 
tification of every sense, of Pleasure, and the everlasting exercise 
of sighs and tears.” 

Sorry,am I to say, that some superficial persons, ae now 
claim eminence for their exemplary piety, seem to entertain the 
same view of, Christianity. They can hardly believe any cheer- 
ful, agreeable person, sincere in the profession of religion, be- 
cause they make needless misery an essential part of their sys- 
tem. They forget that our Saviour has said, “ sufficient for 
every day is its own trouble.” They look with ‘a malevolent 
kind of pity on all who are still employed in worldly undertak- 
ings, carry prayer-books in their pockets, and piously damn all 
their relations and acquaintance with texts of scripture.” 

Suffer the word of caution. Beware of superstition. If you 
exalt it into the place of religion, you dishonour the cause of 
Christ ; you make many think that all these observances which 
are frivolous and absurd, are essential to Christianity. Of course 
they think religion a motley mixture of useful and useless, of 
agreeable and disagreeable things, of things rational and absurd. 
Remember to call things by their proper names. Call a devout 
attention to all the truths and ceremonies which God has esta- 
blished, religion : but call a regard for human inyentions and 
additions to religion, superstition. You cannot too strictly ob- 
serve religious Ardinances: you cannot too cautiously avoid a 
veneration for the traditions and-whims of men. If any are so 
foolish as to call true piety superstition, you cannot in their 
sense of the word be too superstitious: but if some call supersti- 
tion, religion, you cannot in their sense of the word have too little 
religion. 

Remember that the profane mixtures of paganism, popery, and 
modern inventions, cannot alter the nature, and essentially hurt 
the character of that wisdom which is pure, peaceable, spiritual, 
heavenly. “Do hot impute the follies of weak. believers to the 
-wiscom of God. Be religious in truth. Be Tighteous in all 
‘things, but in nothing be “ righteous over-much.” 
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A Short Sketch of the Doctrine of the New Testament concerning 
Reconciliation with God, with a reply toa difficulty or objec- 
sion, 


- Tue word rendered reconcile ( (ddvaneres,) signifies to 
‘nant the state of matters between persons at variance, by re- 
moving their grounds of difference. 

2. Disagreement always implies some error or fault on one 
side or other. While both parties are in 1 the right there cair be 
' no disagreement. 

3. It is essential to. reconciliation, and an invariable rule of 
justice, that, the party in fault should make esr we or satisfac- 
tion to the purty injured. 

4. Among men, diffefences and disagreement often arise from 
mutual injuries; in which case mutual satisfaction is due. But 
when the difference is between God and man, man alone must 
be in the wrong. 

5 God has declared he will not clear the guilty. His perfec- 
tions, the offices he is represented as sustaining, and his word, 
forbid us to imagine that he will do so. 

6. If man then is to be reconciled unto God, it behoves him 
to make reparation or satisfaction to God. . 

7. How shall this be done? by perfect obedience to the law 
in future? Alas! the mind of man is enmity against God; it is 
not subject to his law, neither indeed can be: so then, they who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. Further, perfect obedience 
is due by us although we had never sinned ; this then cannot 
cancel former debts, or make satisfaction for the smallest of- 
fence. Death is the wages of sin. Cursed is every one who 
continueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do 
them. 

8. How shall we answer or satisfy this demand, the penalty or 
sanction of the law? _ To endure this punishment: were incon- 
sistent with our personal salvation, for our torments must de 
endless. - 

9. By what means then shall sinful and guilty men be recon- 
ciled unto God? This is a question which every rational being 
upon earth should ask; but who could answer? eye hath not 
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seen, nor hath ear heard, nop can the heart conceive apy thing 
which suggestea satisfying reply. 

10, God hath given the reply, while man trembled before him, 
seeking, because. he knew it. not, and because: sin blinds the 
mind, to-palligte his-guilt. Men were tae effenders. It belong- 
ed to them ta make she first-advances; end by reparation for 
their, offences to reconcile themselves to God. But he hath 
been, found of: these whe sought him not, be hath found out and 
proyided.the zansom.. Gos se loved the world, that he gave his 
only:begotten Son; /to snake atonement for our, jniquities, He 
hath made: him. whe knew no sin, a sin-offeying for us. He hath 
thus zegenciled: ys to himself by Jesus Christ. Wee are recon- 
ciled: unto God:by the'deathof his Son, perpetrated by wicked 
men; but deliyered to it by his determinate counsel and purpose. 
He hath: made our gran with a Slagle by his -bloed shed on the 
Croggs 

14. It. may, be taid aupectiog this, and it has been said, not 
by Secinians merely, but. by-others ;* '* low. comes tt 40. fiass, 
that awe do net read iniscriptune of God heing reconciled: to men, 
but only of men being reconciled 40 God ? Rams ¥.% 40, Ab.» i- 
15. 2. Cer. v.48. Ephoib 16. Coli. 20. he enguage of these 
verses cannot. denote Gad deing fracified towards us, but the re: 
moving. of our enmity tewarde him.” 

I. ‘Lhis difficulty.or objection arises Senna inattention + our 
ignorance concerning.the import of scripture language» In com: 
mon, speech, indeed, we say,'that the offended or injured party 
is regongiled.. .By,thig torm ‘we. mean, simply. the effect, pro- 
duced in his mind.in favour of: the. offender, such as his being 
satishied: or, pacified towards him. , But in the scripture lan 
to reconcile, most frequently signifies something done on behalf of 
the offender, to make him accepted, or to obtain his, peace with 
the. offended, -.And so to,d¢ reconciled; sis: te:he,made,accepted. 
Iu this sense, it would, be) improper ta say, that. the offended 
party, is.reconciled tothe offender, because be needs no pardon 
from. him: nor.acgeptance with. him, having never wronged nor 
offended nore ‘Ehat this ia the rae sense. of: rates recon- 


- . si py tbls ee _— 





* Vide Werks of Mr. Riccaltoun, Voli i. p. 378. 
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céled, is clear from a number of passages.. The princes of the 
Philistines say of David, “ Wherewith should he reconcile ‘him- 
self to his master? should it not be with the ‘heads of these 
men?” 1 Sam. xxix.4. Observe here, Saul was the offended 
party, and David-is considered asthe offerider's yet it ds’ not 
said, that David should reconcile his master to himy wut that he 
should reconcile |himeelf to his ‘master, i.e. make his peace with 
him; and the means he was to use for this purpose, was to-pre- 
sent him with the heads of his enemies, as a kind of satisfaction: 
or atonement. Again, mark the words of Jesus; Matth. v. 2,3; 4. 
“Tf thou bring thy: gift to the altar, and there remember that thy 
brother -hath aught against thee, leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and-go thy way, first be reconciled’ to thy een and then 
come and offer thy. gift.” 

Here the person offering the: gift is vepresented as the offend- 
er; or it is supposed that he remembers something which his’ 
brother hath against him } yet-he is not commanded to go,’ and 
reconcile hia brother to him, Wit to reconcile himself to his brother- 
The impert-of the command is, “ Make satisfaction to thy bro- 
ther for thy offence, and'so obtain his forgiveness.” 

‘Another passage to this purpose; is in 1 Cor, wii. 10, 11, Let. 
not the wife-depart from her husband; but if she depart; let her ° 
remain unmarried, or be reconciled te her huaband.”” The. wife: 
here is the transgressing party, in departing from her husband ; 
yet she is'hot enjoined: co reconcile her husband to her, but to 
reconcile’ herself to her busband, i. e.'let her return to her duty, 
and make her peace with her husband. These passages clearly 
show, that it is the guilty person who is reconciled, according to 
the style of the scripture 5 but-then it is by iil tant am 
satisfaction to'the party offendedk 6°» . 

In like manner, when God-is said to xeviihette the world to 
himself by Christ Jesus, 2 Cor iv.?9. it imports, that when the 
world could’do nothing to satisfy or pacify-him for their-sins, he 
substituted his own Son in their place as a sin-offeringy took sa- 
tisfaction from’him’on .their ‘account,’ ‘and thus “reconciled or 
made them acceptable to hiraself, and does not impute their 
trespasses unto them. This is also the sens. of reconciliation, 








\ 


376 @N RECONCILIATION WITH GOD. 


Rom. vy. 10, 11. Eph? ii. '16.°" Gol i!"20. “Now, this includes 
the very idea we have, wher in common language, we say, 
God is ‘reconciled to us. Yor our being reconciled to him, by a 
sacrifice procuring our pédté ‘with‘him, or the forgiveness of 
our sins, and his being reconciled to us, are relative and insepara- 
bie ideas. And what can the turning awdi) of his’angér; Hos. 
xiv. 4. and his remembering our sins and iniguilies no more, Heb. 
“viii. ‘12. mean, but hisbeing reconciled towards ‘us? ' 
' ‘Further, God's Being reconciled to his people, is 'a scripture 
“ expression used by himself, Ezek. xvi.’63. When I dm pacified 
towards thee, jor all that thou hast done. The Hebrew word, 
‘rendered pacified, is the same elsewhere rendered reconcile or 
‘atone, Lev. vili. 15. xvie 80. 2 Chron. xiX.'S4! anid when ap- 
plied to God, it signifies his being pacified, ptopitiated, or’ pla- 
cated by sacrifice, 
_ IT. God’s reconciling the ‘world to himself, Caimot signify in 
scripture his reconciling the hearts of believer's to hith : ‘Tst, Be- 
cause the apostle declares this to be a thing pust and“done: He 
does not say, God is in Christ, ‘but God’ was (w)'by Christ, re- 
conciing the world, to himself. This refers to the time when he 
‘made him a sin-offering for us. But’ this’ was*before the world 
came to. the knowledge of the trath, and long before” many of 
them were born, or could have the’ Soniky of their ‘hearts ‘against 
God removed. 
2d, ‘The apostle uses this reconciliation by the eat of Christ, 
as an argument to reconcile ouf hearts tintd’ God; 2°Cor. ¥. 2. 
and therefore it cannot be the same, but as a as ‘cause and 
effect, motive and influence. 
3d, This reconciliation is the fied ait of the gospel tes- | 
timony, which the apostles had in commission to'procliim to the 
‘world. “ He hath ‘committed to us, (says! Paul;) the ministry of 
reconciliation, to wit, that God’ was in’ ‘Christ reconciling the 
world to himself?’ But it was no part of the gospel testimony, 
that the hearts of the would were ‘reconciled’ td God. ‘This wae 
the subject of exhortation, not of testittiony. * 


x 











AN ANTIDOTE TO BIGOTRY. 97? 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


THR UNITY OF CHRISTIANS AN aNtibore to 
BIGOTRY. 


Tuz Apostle Paul says, grace be with all them that love our 
, Lord. Jesus Christ in sincerity ; but the bigot would annul the 
Apostle’s declaration, and confine his good wishes within the 
circle of his-own party.‘ The gospel enlarges. the heart, bigotry 
contracts it. Inthe gospel there is a divine amplitude of holy 
liberality, in the bigot’s breast there is a narrowness unworthy 
ef a Christian, and dishonourable to religion. The true Chris- 
tian hopeth all things, the bigot believeth none are right but his 
own, sect... The pope of Rome. i is an egregious bigot; he ¢on- 
demns‘as heretics all who do not belong to the church of Rome. 
But are there notin the world Episcopalian bigots, Presbyterian 
- bigots, Methodist bigots, Baptist. bigots, and Quaker bigots ? 2 
The, bigot is generally talking against other denominations. He 
_. does. not talk about Christ, or- Christian experience, but about 
others. If the bigot bea preaching bigot, he preaches against 
others, condemns. their sentiments, their practice, or their ritual ; 2 
and like the bigot Jews exclaims, the temple of a Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we! True Chris- 
tians are all one in Christ, he is the head, they are the body ; he 
is the vine, they, are the branches; he is the foundation, they 3 are 
the superstriacture stones. . There is a unity in true Christians « ‘ 
.. they are all regonciled , to God through the death of his Son, 
they are all actuated by the same Spirit, and partake of the 
same divine Christian experience of the love of, God, the 
grace of Jesus, and the comforts of the Holy Spirit, A unity of 
sacred,.conduct; they all love the Lord Jesus, venerate his 
word, esteem his people, and delight i in his ordinances. A unity 
of evangelical privileges: the promises of the gospel, the pro- 
tection of providence, the ministry of ‘angels, presence of God, 
prayers of the saints, and. throne of grace, A ‘unity ‘of consecra- 
ted afflictions: triéd by the Lord, tempted of the devil, and per- 
secuted by wicked men. Of holy support: they are troubled 
on every side, but not distressed; they are perplexed, but not 
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in despair} persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, yet not 
destroyed. ‘A unity of divine operatiotis, whereby all true Chris- 


tians in-every place and nation ate enlightened; brought to true. 


repentancé, faith, love to God, ‘humility; ‘meckness, patience, 
self-denial, thirsting after God, holy courage, and deadness to 
the world. This divine ynity among Christians should inspire 
their hearts with mutual charity, candour, and forbearance ; it 
should dilate their ‘hearts with holy benevolence, and catholic 
philanthropy ; all distinctions should be absorbed im the general 
interests of Christianity, while glory te God in the highest, 
peace upon earth, and good will towards man, aad be the. or» 
der of the a. 
iia? (2) ] / 
But softly; this. mae the bigots éréea, 
" Who for a-partial piety will plead, 
And deaf to candour as to charity, 
~ Exelains, the temple of the Lord are we; 
Confines relizion to one sect alone, 
Thus Rome asserts the privilege her own. 
As zealous, these the doubtful right dispute, : 
And judicate the tree bad by the fruit ; 
“Phen say;'the piety that forms the saints, 
‘Must flourish most among the Protestants. 
¥ou say in England, go beyond the Tweed, 
And tigid Scotia’ disallaws your creed, 
‘Claims the exclusive right of omhedox, 
The boast of Calvin and the pride of Knox. 
“Pius eich ‘asserts, the gifts of God belong: 
To his own class, and all beside'are wrong ; 
Hence pride displays’ her banner wide unfurl'd, 
And fierce contentions shake’the Christian ‘worlds | 
Zealots with holy’ rage’ cach: other tear,’ 
Love weeps, and piety abhors the war; 
‘Hetice holy Latimer’ resign'd his breath; ' . 
“Cranmer iti Mames obtains the paltri and wreath, © 9 
On Ridley’s brow the martyr’s latrels ‘bloom,’ *' 
‘And Bradford wades’ throagh torture'to’atomb.'  'M. 
Greenwich Village, New-York, Nov. 1812. 
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As some of our readers may d¢ graotifed to kgow the time and 
flaces appointed by the different religious Aemoninations i in shia. 
sity for holding weekly Ligesures, and, mectings, for, social 
frayer, during the winter season, we, dgye aubues the sel 
lowing list for their iaformetian,; ; 


Rev, De, RomeynemOn Friday evenings Teste in church 
in Cedamstreet; qn» Thursday oMERIDG) socicty. ip ashodl-r9am, 
No. 7, Pine-stpeet. - 

Reformed Dutch Church On Tuesday evening, Jecture, in. 
North charch in, Williamrstreet;,on Saturday, er sagiety 
in school;room in Garden-street. 

Rev. Dr. Miller—On Tuesday evening, lecture in epee 
room in Nassau-street » en Lord's Day morning, society in de 

Rev. Dr. Milledollar—Qp, ; Wednesday , cyening, Pcie in 
chur¢h in Rutgers-street. 

Rev. Mr. Spring-Qp Thursday: orening, Jee, in. the 
school-room of the Brick church son Lord's Day narsaied fe: 
ciety in do. 

Rev. Dr. MLeodenOn Tuesday evening, lecture in church 
in Chamber-street. 

Rev. Mr. Williams-—-On Tuesday and Friday evening, lecture 
in church in Fayette-gureet; on Lord's Day morning, society 
in do. 

Rev. Mr. Bork.—On Thursday evening, lecture in church in 
Sugar-Loaf-street; on Monday eyening, society in school-room. 
near the church, 

Rev. Mr. Maclay —On Wednesday and Friday evenings, lec: 
ture in church, Mulberry-streets 

Rev. Mr. Perine.-Qu Friday. evening, sosinty in schoghaom. 
near the church, in Spring-street. 

Rev. Mr. Sirong.—Qn Wedaesday, evenings lecture, inchusehs 
Elizabeth-street. 

Rev. Mr. Parkinectaynhip Manda, souk “Fhursday -exenings 
at the meeting-house in, Gokl-strect, and: ei evening — 
_ school-room, No. 20, Jamesrstuest.... svalbi® aX 

Rev. Dr. Moore.-Qnp.i,0rd’s Day, oreiee, at his church, 
corner of Broome and Second-streets, F 


' 
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Rev. Mr. Hail.—On “Wednesday evening, at his_meeting- 
house in, Broome-street. 

Rev. Mr. Bly preaches i in the hospital on Sabbath morning, in the 
German Reformed c church i in Nassuu-street en Sabbath afternoon, 
and i in, the alms-house, on Sabbath, and Wednesday evenings. 

St. George’s Chapel.—On Thursday evening, Rev. J. Brady. 

In, Methodist. Churches-—In Duane-street and Fourth-street 
on Tuesday evening. In Church-street on Wednesday and Fri- 
day eyenings, (African), In Second-street and at Greenwich on 
Thursday evening. In John-street and at the Two Mile Stone 
on Friday evening, 

Ditto Prayer-Meetings—On Monday evening in John-street, 
Duane-street, , Second-street, Fourth-street, Church-st. Green- 
wich, Corlies Hook, and Two Mile Stone; and on Saturday 
evening in Third-street school-house. 

Besides the above, are public societies for prayer and praise 
on Monday evening, in Cedar-street, No. 5, led by Mr. Warner. 
On Wednessay evening, in John-street, led by Mr. Bleecker. 


——2 6 


£ a FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
, OF HOLY-DAYS. y 
Fo the lovers of Christianity in Christ Jesus. 
NO. I. 


oY THE TWO BIRTHS’ OF CHRIST. 


BEAR FRIENDS; > 

“ NOW after ye have known “God ot rather are known of 
God, how turn ye. back to the weak and beggarly rudiments, 
whereunto ye | desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, 
&c. I am afraid, of you.” These are the sentiments Paul ad- 

dressed to the Galatians, ch. iv. 

Days particularly « observed by the English, Christians of this 
country are, Ist. The nativity of Jesus at Bethlehem, or Christ- 
mas; 2d. New-years-day ; $d,.The anniversary day of the de: 
claration 4f our national existence, ” 
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The descendants; from the Holland. colonizets gbset've t the 
celebration of other days, adding to the’ “number, 4th. Poss or 
Paascha, or the Jewish pagsover, which agrees with « our asters 
5th. Pinkster or pentecost, which is gur ‘White-Simday. of the 
almanacks ; ’ 6th. Fostulawvent. | , 

To these, Papists : add ifidny other days termed holy, to com 
memorate and honour saints, &ce. P 

As the Holland inhabitants generally’ have threé ‘days ‘of 

7 
merriment and pleasure at each of the above sik ‘days, their total 
number will, in a year, amount to, 18, or at least ‘16; tating btit 
one day for ur anniversary celebration of independence.’ . 

1. Christmas is the day on which ‘the birth of Jesus Christ 
is celebrated. "By some the natal day of Jesus in BéthYehet it 
supposed to be about the 25th of December } but others’ have 
contended it was in one of the summer months ; atid the exact 
time appears to be wisely concealed froth @hivistianis,” to pres 
vent them froin turning back to weak and bepgarly Fudiments, 
in the observation of days and times. For the outward birth of 
Christ is not the saving one, or all mankind without exception 
would assuredly go to heaven. -:The.birth which saves, is the 
inward birth of the Saviour in the soul of man; so that Jesus 
Christ is born to us, when he is born in us, and we inhim. We 
must be born again, or..perish, and suffer the torments of eter- 
nal fire. For thus saith the scriptures. And this internal birth 
of Christ, (which if any one denies, he seems to be an antichrist, 
agreeably to.2 John yer. 7. and. John iy. yer, 2, 3, and 4.) must 
be known and experienced to regenerate individuals, as a re- 
newer in righteousness, and a Saviour. Except Jesus Christ ig 
in us we are reprobates ; and when born within us, he is our 
hope of glory ; ; so that greater is he who is in a Christian, than 
he that.is in the world. Therefore, let every one who believes 
that Jesus Christ is come in his or her flesh, fear neither men 
nor devils, but do whatsoever he commands the soul to do. If 
Christians were duly, sensible oft the absolute necessity. of the in- 
ward and spir itual birth, and presence ‘of « our Lord, ag that’ which 
must save, teach, and rule them; how weak and improper would 
the celebration of the outward hativity of Jehovah at Bethlehem 
appear, when performed by those who were never tegenerated ; 
in whom Christ Jesus has not appeared as their Saviour, and 
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hopé of glory; and who are consequently eneinies, if not anti- 
christs, to his present appearance in the flesh of his children and 


. heirs? Do not sichyshadowy outward) views of Christianity, 


cheat many out of the inward and ubstantial part, to the loss of 
everlasting life? Oh! my dear friends, this is a serious objec- 
tion against commemorating the outwatd and siiddowy nativity 
of him who is now to rile his spiritual people . Israel ; of him 
who is born to be their spiritual King, : and whose kingdom is not 
ef this world, but is invisible, ‘and, in the hearts of his children, 
his elected, his holy people. Christian professors have, I be- 
lieve, Icng injuréd,-#itah, religion; -by the dutwatdness of their 
views and pursuits; and by théiriobserving' of daysind set times, 
they have ‘gone back into the shadow of the elemétfits and radi- 
ments. No wonder then; :thatunder this new and invisible dis- 
pensation of the Lord, and under his new covenant, when his 
laws are to be writtén; not on tables of storie, but ‘in the heart 
and thoughts; that holy-ddys;’ 86 calléd; being outward, should 
be followed by evil fruits, as drunkenness, lewdness, debauchery, 
profanentss, folly, riot, revelry, anid ghittény: “Fort the prince of 
this outward world is Satan, John xyi. 11. ahd throngh his instiga- 
tion, the princes of his kingdom crucified and shew the mortal 
patt of Jesus; but which His inward and immortal part raised 
up again im three days. Men, keep inward to that which is of 
God within you; and keep every day holy, 


biduces 
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Gun Mediator has entéred i into the heaven iat heavens, td ap- 
peat in the presence of God for us, clothed i in a hody like our 
owt. 

Chiist doés not live if heaven to offer, but he tives in heaven 
to plead the sacrifice he has,already.offerdds .)..: 

Sin is absolved as it respects the, Lord’s.pebplé, otherwise 
Christ would never have been a the pftsence of his 
Father. tee 

Christ has conquered afl our dhietitie’s, iuuvitied death of its 
sting, and calls upon us to triumph if his victories. 
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THE WANDERING ORPHAN xoutrrin INTO THE 
AssirvM. 


Oh listen, friendly yeaa 
And hear my talé of wo 

I can expect ‘no danger, | 
While at your feet I bow. 


What do y6tt ask + neta yi 
Why look you se distrest? 

My heart I trust ib ténde#; 
Approach; and tell the worst. 


Your looks are wan, and haggard, 
And sorrows pale thy cheek j 
Your garments meat and tetitedas 
But let me hear thee—speak,” 


Ah, stranger! suré your gesdiieds 
My aching bosdin ¢heéts, 

T would not on your kitidtress 
Ungen'rously impose. 


Once I could boast of parents, 
And shelter fromthe storm ; 
Heart-broken now and frietidless, 
O’er the wide world I-roam, 


The dreadful field of battle 
My father’s fife’ feceiy’d; 

A day most truly fatal— 
Which left a wife to grieve, 


Myself, whorthier an irifent;' > 
Had not yet leatn’d to sigh, » 
“ ° «How. could F atdhab-tstant °y 
Feel what I do this day. 
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My mother’s sudden sorrow, 
Prey’d hard upon her mind ; 
And on one painful morrow 
She left me, love, behind. mM 


Since then I’ve been a strange? 
To all maternal care, 

Expos’d to ev’ry danger, . 

And ev’ry wicked snare. 


The world—(ah ! ’tis unfeeling, 

Sometimes would heave a sigh, 

But ne’er the balm for healing, 
~ To this poor heart, apply— 


Distrest and broken-hearted, 
Cast out and quite forlorn, 
From ev’ry comfort parted, 
I wretched am, and mourn. 


‘‘ Forsaken child of sorrow, _ 
Let heav’n forbid the thought, 
That I should till to-morrow 
Refuse the pity sought. 


Hath Christ the Great Redeemer 
In mercy heard my cries ? 

I should be wretch ungrateful, 

If I despis’d thy sighs. , 


Beneath the assylum’s shed 

Protection you sig find, + 
Beside a plenteous table, spread 

By bosoms that are kind.” 


Thanks to my Great Protector, 


For all His goodness shown, 
Were He not my Director, 


Your kindness I’d not known!!! M: W. NN. 


New-York, Nov. 175 1812. 





